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PREFACE

Chuka University is a Public University in Kenya since 2013. It is located in Chuka Town in Tharaka-Nithi
County at approximately 186 km from Nairobi City along the Nairobi-Meru Highway. Chuka University
has triple core Missions of Education, Research and Extension. The University desired to strengthen and
sustain the core missions by hosting the 5" International Research Conference. The theme of the Conference
was “Harnessing Innovative Milestones for Visions Achievement”. The subthemes were: leveraging of
agricultural and environmental innovations for visions achievement; utilization of quality education and
health services in visions achievement; deployment of science and engineering technologies in visions
achievement; application of innovative arts and social sciences in visions achievement; mainstreaming of
affirmative action and gender equity for visions achievement; and conservation of biodiversity and natural
resources for visions achievement.

The objectives of the Conference were to disseminate and share current knowledge, innovations and
technologies to spur visions achievement; bring students, researchers, scholars, professionals and policy
makers together to share milestones in visions achievement; facilitate interested parties and stakeholders to
acquire and exhibit the milestones achieved; and provide a forum for students, researchers and industrialists
to explore commercialisation opportunities for their milestones.

The theme of the Conference was anchored in the national and international visions of countries. The theme,
together with the subthemes, was coined to bring together scholars, researchers and industrialists to share
some of the milestones they have generated toward realisation of Visions for respective countries.

Ultimately, the over 180 abstracts and posters received were presented, disseminated and shared during this
Conference. | hope the conference met expectations and aspirations of delegates. Sincere gratitude goes
to all scholars, researchers, authors and stakeholders who interpreted and addressed relevantly the
theme of the conference. Gtatidue goes to the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Erastus Njoka, for being at the
forefront of championing the conferences. Similarly, acknowledgement goes to our esteemed partners
for facilitating the Conference. Last but not least, the invaluable support received from Chuka University
organizing committee and staff during preparation of the Conference logistics.

I wish all users informative reading.

Professor Dorcas K. Isutsa, Ph.D.
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic, Research & Student Affairs)
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