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ABSTRACT

Language literacy in pre-primary schools remains a critical area of concern amidst the
ongoing implementation of the Competency Based Education (CBE) principles,
particularly in relation to varying teacher and school characteristics. The purpose of
the study was to establish the relationship between CBE principles, selected
characteristics and language literacy in Southern Nyanza Region, Kenya. The study
sought to determine the relationship between CBE guiding concepts specifically
constructivism-based and instructional design-based guiding principles and language
literacy in pre-primary schools in Southern Nyanza Region, Kenya, with a focus on
variations based on teacher and school characteristics. The study adopted both
correlational research design and descriptive survey design. The study was guided by
Social Constructivism theory by Lev Vygotsky and instructional design theory by
Gagne. The study population consisted of 9,224 which comprised pre-primary
teachers, headteachers and county directors of ECDE in Homabay, Kisii and Nyamira
County. The study comprised a sample of 384 respondents, proportionately drawn
from three counties, with 67 from Nyamira, 151 from Kisii and 166 from Homabay.
Three respondents were selected from each pre-primary school which implied that
the number of pre-primary schools per county were 22, 50 and 55 pre-primary schools
from Nyamira, Kisii and Homabay respectively. Simple random technique was used
to select 44, 100 and 110 teachers in Nyamira, Kisii and Homabay respectively.
Purposive technique was used to select ECDE headteachers and ECDE county
directors. 10% of the sample size was used for piloting in Migori County to
determine validity and reliability. Expert judgement was sought to ensure face,
content and construct validity. The reliability of the instruments was assessed using
Cronbach’s alpha, yielding an overall coefficient of 0.83, which indicated a good
internal consistency and was deemed acceptable for the study. Data was collected
using questionnaires and analyzed by aid of Statistical Package for Social Sciences
version 27.0. Descriptive statistics were analyzed using frequencies and percentages.
The hypotheses were tested at alpha α = 0.05 using the logistic regression model. The
study concluded that, constructivism based guiding principles, Instructional
designbased guiding principles positively and significantly predicted language literacy,
competency-based education guiding principles and teacher characteristics positively
and significantly predicted language literacy. There was no statistically significant
influence of school characteristics in the relationship between competency-based
education and language literacy. Qualitative data analysis was categorized according
to the themes based on research hypotheses. The findings of this study might benefit
pre-primary schools which are the primary beneficiaries, by supporting pre-primary
schools managers in coordinating quality services that help children develop essential
language skills and competencies. The findings might also benefit the children, as
recipients of improved language literacy by enabling them to acquire the language
proficiency required for their development. The findings of this study might help
preprimary teachers and school administrators identify effective CBE strategies
tailored to individual and school characteristics, with the aim of improving language
literacy in public pre-primary schools in Southern Nyanza Region, Kenya. The study
recommended that there was need for county government to provide targeted training,
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provision of resources and technical support to implementation of competency-based
education guiding principles, enhancing language literacy.


