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ABSTRACT

The emergence of Covid-19 as a global pandemic triggered a misinformation outbreak,
“the infodemic”. Unlike most of the previous global pandemics, Covid-19 emerged in
the digital era, the era of instantaneous communication and information flow. With an
unrestricted flow and unlimited sources of information, the Covid-19 pandemic
provided a unique challenge to mitigation and control. This study therefore sought to
investigate the role played by Anyole Radio in countering the infodemic on the
Covid19 pandemic. The study objectives were to identify infodemics/ misinformation,
identify the strategies employed by Anyole radio in countering misinformation on the
Covid-19 pandemic and to discuss challenges faced by the community radio in
countering misinformation on the Covid-19 pandemic. This study was anchored on the
Agenda Setting theory with conclusions being drawn from the media and policy
agenda setting types of the agenda setting theory. The theory was used to evaluate how
the media filters and shapes information that it relays to its audience. This was then
used to analyze how community radio shaped perceptions on the Covid-19 pandemic
and how it countered misinformation, influenced behavior, and perceptions. The study
employed a descriptive study design on a sample size of 384 respondents out of a
study population of 250,000. A case study research design was employed with the case
for the study being the role of Anyole Radio in countering misinformation during the
Covid-19 pandemic. Criterion sampling was used in selecting respondents that meet
the three criteria (listeners, journalists or health specialists) who were recruited
through networks with the radio station. A mixed method sampling approach was
incorporated combining quota sampling and purposive sampling. Questionnaires and
interviews were used as the research instruments with interviews supplementing
questionnaires in the data collection procedure. The study sought to evaluate the
performance of community radio in the Covid and post Covid era. Community radio
listeners, health practitioners and community radio journalists within the broadcasting
range of the community radio in study were interviewed and questionnaires
administered to investigate the presence of misinformation from several sources,
among them community radio. The findings were then analyzed vis a vis factual
information provided in community radio to establish how community radio is
countering misinformation or propagating the same. A regression analysis was
conducted to evaluate the strategies used by Anyole radio and the effectiveness in
countering misinformation. From the findings, it was concluded that misinformation
poses a real threat to health communication especially in a pandemic situation. It was
observed that misinformation is widely spread through internet sources and social
media. Further, it was deduced that Anyole radio played a role in countering
misinformation by combining multiple strategies. Anyole radio’s use of local and
simple languages, along with clear explanations, significantly contributed to the
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effectiveness of countering misinformation as compared to other strategies. While it
was observed that Anyole radio is faced with operational challenges such as
inadequate resources and informational challenges such as rumors and conspiracy
theories, proper mitigation would enhance its role in countering misinformation


