INFLUENCE OF COMMUNITY RELATIONS ON MANAGEMENT OF
PUBLIC PRIMARY SCHOOLS IN IMENTI CENTRAL SUB-COUNTY OF
MERU COUNTY, KENYA

NKAABU DOUGLAS MURIUKI

A Thesis Submitted to the Graduate School in Partial Fulfillment of the
Requirements for the Award of the Degree of Master of Education in
Educational Management of Chuka University

CHUKA UNIVERSITY OCTOBER,
2024



DECLARATION AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Declaration

This thesis is my original work and has not been presented for an award of diploma or

conferment of degree in this or any other University

Signature f'\J"u M s Date G [lo]l 28 2
Nkaabu Douglas Muriuki
EM15/58194/22

Recommendations

This thesis has been examined, passed and submitted with our approval as University

supervisors

e He19h04

Signature
Ve imanthi, PhD.
Chuka University

B B iy
. |

Signature M Date [ ﬁ,/}&fj:z/,(/ |

Dr. Benjamin Kanga, PhD.
Chuka University

il



COPYRIGHT
©2024

All rights reserved, no part of this thesis may be stored in any retrieval system or
transmitted in any form or means electronically, mechanically and photocopying,
recording or otherwise without prior written permission from the author or Chuka

University.

il



DEDICATION
I dedicate this work to my wife Emily Mwonkari and my daughters Perpetual Karwitha,
Eva Kendi and my sons Nicasio Ngodi, Amos Kimathi and Liam Mbogo.
To my mother Charity Paskwale.

v



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
I thank Almighty God for granting me strength and health to accomplish this work. I
acknowledge the Chuka University fraternity for offering me an opportunity to pursue this
course. I am indebted to the Chuka University Vice Chancellor Prof. Mutembei Ikiugu for

his motivation towards this study.

I would wish to register my gratitude and appreciation to my supervisors. Peter Kimanthi
and Dr. Benjamin Kanga for their unwavering commitment, timely consideration and

guidance during the research period.

My utmost appreciation goes to my principal Mr. George Gitonga and my CSO Mr.
Franklin Githinji, SCDE MOE Madam Karimi and SCD TSC Madam Ngugi for your
support and understanding during my study period.

I further acknowledge wife Emily Mwonkari and daughters Perpetual Karwitha, Eva Kendi
and my sons Nicasio Ngodi, Amos Kimathi and Liam Mbogo together with my mother
Charity Paskwale and the rest of my family members. To my friends Paul Ngari and

Johnson Rutha for their social and emotional support during my studies, I thank you all.



ABSTRACT

Parents and Community involvement in education facilitates the identification of
community specific education issues and makes informed development management
strategies. In resource-constrained countries such as Kenya, community participation is an
effective instrument for mobilizing resources to improve the state of public primary
schools’ education. While studies have globally examined the influence of community
relations on management of public institutions, few have focused on public primary
schools. The study examined the influence of community relations on the management of
public primary schools in Meru County, Kenya. The study adopted descriptive and
inferential research design with a target population consisting of 88Head teachers,
17sponsor and 704 class representatives to obtain a population of809respondents. The
study used Krejcie & Morgan formula to obtain sample size of260 respondents. The
sample size distribution included 29 Head teachers, 232 class parents® representatives and
6 sponsors’ representatives. The study used questionnaires and interview schedules as data
collection instruments. A pilot study was conducted to test the reliability of the
instruments from five randomly selected Public primary schools to a similar respondent in
Imenti south Sub County which had similar characteristics to those of Imenti Central Sub-
County. Reliability of the instruments was tested using Cronbach’s alpha coefficient and a
correlation (r) of 0.797 was obtained and was considered high enough to judge an
instrument as reliable for data collection. Further, the validity was ascertained with the
assistance of the assigned supervisor and other expert from the faculty of education and
resources development Chuka University. Data analysis employed descriptive statistics
Version 26 of the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) which helped in
analyzing quantitative data. Qualitative data from interviews was analyzed and organized
thematically in form of narratives and direct quotes. Data was presented in form of pie
chart, graph, frequency distribution tables, percentages and average. The study found
thatthe school management was not involving the parents and community members in
decision making. The society cultural norms were not well aligned with the schools
objectives which affected the schools management. There were no available systems to
support families with needy children. It was also concluded thatcommunity politics in the
areas was negatively affecting smooth learning of schools which compromised efficient
management. The study recommends that the schools community need to participate in
school-related matters to enhance schools management. Further, it is recommended that
the local leaders should initiate dialogue between the management and the community on
school-related matters to have a substantial impact on management. The local leadership
needs to inform the community about the consequences of bad political interference with
the schools as it negatively affects smooth learning and compromises efficient
management. The findings will be of considerable use to educationists and school
administrators through the creation of realistic education policies and strengthening of
monitoring procedures.
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