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INSTRUCTIONS:
 Answer three questions in all.
 Question one is compulsory.

1. (a) Define the following terms: 

(i) Synchrony (2 marks)
(ii) Diachrony (2 marks)
(iii) Syncope (2 marks)
(iv) Apocope (2 marks)
(v) Protolanguage (2 marks)
(v) Isolate language (2 marks)

(b) Describe four typological classification of language. (8 marks)

(c) Explain five tenets of historicism theory. (10 marks)

2. (a) Explain the following terms

(i) Lexicostatistics (5 marks)
(ii) Glottochronology (5 marks)

(b) Explain the main features of the following sound change laws:

(i) Grimm’s law (5 marks)
(ii) Verner’s law (5 marks)
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3. Using examples, discuss five factors that are associated with language change.
(20 marks)

4. Using illustrations discuss the historical and comparative methods of language study.
(20 marks)

5. Discuss language change at the lexical level of language. (20 marks)
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