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CHUKA UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITYEXAMINATIONS

EXAMINATIONFORTHEAWARDOFDEGREEOFBACHELOROFSCIENCEIN
HORTICULTURE

HORT212:PLANTIDENTIFICATION

STREAMS:BSCHORTY2S1 TIME:2HOURS

DAY/DATE:MONDAY29/03/2021 11.30A.M.–1.30
P.M.

INSTRUCTIONS:
 Answerallquestions.
 Marksforeachquestionareindicatedinparenthesis()
 Totalmarks=30

1. Statethemeaningofthefollowingepithetsasusedinplantidentification.(5
marks)

(a) Haplo…….
(b) Oligo…….
(c) Brevi…….
(d) Flavus……
(e) Candidus….

2. (a) Completethetablebystatingthescientificnameandfamily.(4marks)

S/no Commonname Scientificname Family
1 Aptenia
2 Keiapple
3 Pawpaw
4 Mango
5 Guava
6 Jacaranda
7 Macadamia
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8 Nandiflame
9 Kales
10 Mother-inlaw’s-

tongue
11 Redhotporker
12 Motherandchicks
13 Moneyplant
14 Spiderplant
15 Cowpea
16 Orange

(b) Describethecommonfeaturesthatcouldbeusedtoidentifyplantsinthe
family caricaceae. (4
marks)

3. (a) Describethedifferentmethodsusedinplantidentification. (5
marks)

(b) Explainwhyitisimportanttousebotanicalnamesinscientific
communication.

(1mark)

4. Describethestepsfollowedwhencollectingspecimensforidentification.(5
marks)

5. Explainthedifferencebetweenthefollowingterms:

(i) Plantidentification. (2marks)

(ii) Plantclassification (2marks)

(iii) Plantdescription. (2marks)
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