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CHUKA UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITYEXAMINATIONS

EXAMINATIONFORTHEAWARDOFDIPLOMAINHORTICULTURE

HORT0212:PLANTIDENTIFICATION

STREAMS:DIP.HORTICULTURE TIME:2HOURS

DAY/DATE:THURSDAY23/09/2021 11.30A.M –1.30
P.M.

INSTRUCTIONS:
 AnswerALLquestions
 Marksforeachquestionareindicatedinparenthesis()
 Totalmarks=30

1. (a) Brieflydescribeanyfourfeaturesusedinplantidentificationbasedonleaf
arrangement. (4

marks)

(b) Outlinethesiximportanceofplantidentification. (3
marks)

2. (a) Leafsurfaceisanimportantfeatureinplantidentification.Describethe
various typesofleafsurfaces.

(4marks)

(b) Statethemeansofpropagationofthefollowingplants:

(i) Callistemoncitrillus (1
mark)

(ii) Apteniacordifolia (1mark)

3. (a) Completethetablebelowwithcorrectbotanicalnamesandfamily.(4
marks)

CommonName Botanicalname
Tomato
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Watermelon
Zingiberofficinalis
Citrusaurantifolia

Asparagus Asparagaceae
Broccoli Brassicaceae
Treetomato Solanaceae

(b) Explainwhybotanicalnamesareusedinscientificcommunication.(2
marks)

4. Statefiveexamplesofnamesandtheirmeaningsasusedtodescribeplant
featuresin identification.
(5marks)

5. Describetheidentificationfeaturescommontotheplantsinthefamily
Bromeliaceae.

(6marks)
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